ported in rats reared in a complex environment. LeBlond, 1977) and a time-dependent increase to neurons in the CNS. There is increasing evidence in the surface density and number of astrocytes imthat astrocytes not only play a critical role during munoreactive to anti-glial fibrillary acidic protein early development and after injury, but also have an (GFAP, Sirevaag & Greenough, 1991) . ongoing and intimate functional relationship with
In the present study, the effects of complex envineuronal activity (e.g., Canady & Rubel, 1992;  ronment rearing on astrocytic process morphology Keyser & Pellmar, 1994; van den Pol, Finkbeiner, & were examined, including an assessment of the Cornell-Bell, 1992; for reviews see Barres, 1991;  amount of contact between astrocytes and synapses.
Mü ller, 1992). Morphological changes in glia have
Glial processes form close appositions with synaptic elements which can take the form of complete encap-
